
 

Mexico is Key to U.S. Reindustrialization: Oren Cass at the 
AmCham Economic Forum 2025 

Mexico City, October 1, 2025 — The AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE/MEXICO 
held its 2025 Economic Forum, a high-level event where authorities, the private 
sector, and academia converge to discuss macroeconomic trends and ideas 
shaping our world. 

For the past three years, AmCham has invited an internationally renowned 
economic thinker to this space. This year, the participant was Oren Cass, one of the 
leading ideologues of the new American conservatism, founder and chief 
economist of American Compass, author of the books “The Once and Future 
Worker” and “The New Conservatives,” as well as a columnist for The New York Times 
and Financial Times. 

The conversation also included Rebecca Bill Chavez, CEO of the Inter-American 
Dialogue; Luis Miguel González, Editorial Director General of El Economista; and 
Roberto Lazzeri, Director General of Nacional Financiera/Bancomext. 

In his opening message, Carlos García, President of AMCHAM/MEXICO, invited the 
audience to receive the ideas presented by the speakers with curiosity and an open 
mind, to understand the thinking behind U.S. economic policy and the trends 
currently shaping North America. “Let’s take advantage of this opportunity to 
maintain forward-looking conversations, united by the shared goal of advancing the 
region’s integration agenda,” he proposed. 

In his first visit to Mexico, Oren Cass delivered a keynote speech, emphasizing the 
urgency for the United States to adopt a model that prioritizes local production as 
the foundation for shared prosperity. “We consume more than we produce. The 
long-term solution is to close that gap with greater productive capacity,” he stated. 
For the new conservatives in the United States, a solid, productive base translates 
into quality employment and better living conditions for the population. “The 
question is: what is needed for markets to deliver these kinds of results? What does it 
take for markets to truly be creating jobs that allow a family to be sustained?” 

In conversation with Pedro Casas Alatriste, Vice President and CEO of AMCHAM, Cass 
highlighted that the USMCA is the best example of how Mexico and the United 



 
States can build a shared future based on an integrated market and a joint strategic 
vision. “Mexico has shown a genuine openness to U.S. concerns and a clear 
commitment to a shared future. It is, without a doubt, the best example of what a 
solid alliance can achieve.” 

Casas Alatriste added that “When we analyze our exports to the world and to the 
United States, the country that adds the most value to our products is the United 
States. And when we analyze what the United States exports to the world, Mexico is 
also the country that adds the most value to them.” 

For Oren Cass, the review of the USMCA presents an opportunity to ensure that the 
agreement is grounded in principles of trade balance, defense cooperation, and 
shared responsibility. “We are not looking to isolate ourselves, but to build a bloc 
committed to common rules, where each nation takes its part in production, 
investment, and stability,” he noted. 

During his participation, Luis Foncerrada, Chief Economist of AMCHAM, emphasized 
the need to adopt an economic model that prioritizes investment, job creation, and 
worker well-being as pillars of sustainable development. 

Guillermo Bernal, Director of Public Affairs at AMCHAM, led an expert panel to 
contrast perspectives and generate constructive proposals on security and 
cooperation issues. 

Roberto Lazzeri, Director General of NAFIN Bancomext, highlighted that Mexico and 
the United States share long-term strategic objectives and a common vision for the 
region. He affirmed that this complementarity opens a promising path toward 
stronger integration. 

For Rebecca Bill Chávez, President and CEO of the Inter-American Dialogue, U.S. 
security is deeply linked to cooperation with Mexico, and she emphasized the 
importance of listening to partners in addressing transnational security challenges, 
always within a framework of respect for sovereignty. 

For his part, Luis Miguel González, Director of El Economista, warned that we are 
living through the beginning of a new era marked by social changes in both 
countries, which forces a rethinking of the narrative of the bilateral relationship and 



 
ensures that regional integration generates broader benefits for societies and 
productive sectors. 

As a representative of the binational business community in Mexico for over 100 
years, AMCHAM/MEXICO reinforces its commitment to promoting constructive 
dialogue to drive the sustainable and competitive development of North America. 

 

About AMCHAM/MEXICO 

The AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE/MEXICO represents the Mexico–United States 
binational business community. Founded in 1917 as an independent, non-partisan, 
and non-profit organization, it brings together more than 1,500 companies that 
generate one-fifth of the national GDP and more than 10 million formal jobs. Its 
purpose is to influence with proactive dialogue to strengthen Mexico's 
competitiveness and regional integration. www.amcham.org.mx | 
@amchammexico 
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