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Briefing 
Government’s Strategy to Attend the Hydrocarbons Theft 

 

Landscape 
 

The theft of hydrocarbons has been identified for several years as one of the most important problems in the 
country, generating considerable negative consequences for the economy. For the first time, the Federal 
Government has implemented an executive strategy to attend the problem. Because of the urgency of providing a 
solution, the plan has been described as positive; nevertheless, negative economic consequences and social 
discontent have been generated. 
 

To attend the latter, on December 20, the Federal Government executed the Joint Plan to combat the Theft of 
Hydrocarbons in Mexican Petroleum (PEMEX). As part of the strategy, certain hydrocarbon transport pipelines have 
been closed and the army has interfered in PEMEX. The foregoing, has caused a shortage of fuels in 11 States of 
the country and of turbosine in at least 3 air terminals. In this regard, the Federal Government has declared that 
there is enough product and that the lack of supply has been caused by logistical adjustments in the distribution 
(pipe transport) as well as the increase in demand caused by the population’s uncertainty. 

 
Considerations 

 

 The strategy seeks to deal with the theft of pipelines (20% of the total) and the commercialization of these 
through distribution networks that are carried out in complicity with the authorities. Evidence the theft 
network could strengthen institutions such as the Ministry of Energy, PEMEX, and the Justice System, and serve 
as the first tangible example of fighting corruption.  
 

 The communication strategy implemented by the Government has caused speculation, which has increased 
demand and generated social discontent due to the shortage of fuel and lack of assertive communication about 
the situation and its consequences, which could generate political costs. 
 

 Negative economic consequences have arisen. Additionally, there is a risk scenario that could have an impact 
on the national supply of products due to the logistics consequences. 

 
Positions 
 

 Opposition legislators have declared the importance of combating fuel theft, however they have positioned 
against actions that generate shortages. 
 

 The private sector has described as positive that the Government’s attempt to attend the theft of fuels; however, 
they have expressed concern about the logistics of the strategy, the shortage, and the economic 
consequences. 
 

 The National Organization of Oil Expenders (Onexpo Nacional), expressed its support about the actions 
implemented by the Government but stated that the strategy should not have negative consequences for 
consumers. 


